Canada response to the Notification: No. 2007/032

Use of the IUCN Checklist to assist in making non-detriment findings

A) Is the IUCN checklist used or referred to during the process of making a non-detriment finding in your country?

Yes

b) If no, why? Not applicable
c) If yes, how?
The IUCN checklist is used as a reference tool to assist in making NDFs. For example, the elements that comprise the checklist are all considered in the process of making a non-detriment finding in Canada. Canada is using Table 1 (Summary of harvest regime) and Table 2 (factors affecting management of the harvesting regime) provided in the IUCN checklist as an aid when compiling expert information from relevant jurisdictions. The information, compiled at the national level, informs on potential risk, and provides guidance to make an NDF.  The resulting NDF is a succinct document that summarizes the management of the species in Canada and explains the rationale for the NDF decision.
d) If yes, have you identified any problems, challenges or difficulties in using the IUCN checklist? Please explain.

The IUCN checklist includes good samples of questions regarding key elements that are essential to evaluating the risk of trade. For specific groups of species there may be a need to adapt some of the questions or provide guidance on how to answer the questions in order to improve the efficiency of this tool.  Furthermore, some of the questions do not apply to the nature of management including wildlife in our country (e.g., incentives and benefits from harvest) but this simply requires additional interpretive guidance when addressing the checklist questions.  The CITES NDF Expert Workshop will be a good opportunity to identify these gaps, provide additional guidance, and make suggestions regarding the need for additional or adapted questions in the checklist.
e) Has your country applied other general methodologies or procedures (checklists, guidelines, etc.) to formulate non-detriment findings? Please briefly describe the methodology and indicate the main elements or factors that are considered.
NDF findings are also made on a permit by permit basis each time an application for a permit is received (individual shipments).  NDF documents produced, based on information gathered with the IUCN checklist, complement this process.  The Scientific Authority makes a determination whether or not the proposed trade will be detrimental to the survival of the species in the wild upon consideration of several factors related to status and management of the species involved in the proposed transaction, including legality (legal harvest is an indication of monitored sustainable trade), any authorized take (quota, permit), status of the species, source of the specimen proposed for trade, and purpose of trade.  
